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Democrats of The Verde Valley 
 

Bylaws 
 

ARTICLE I: NAME 
 

The name of this organization shall be: 
  

Democrats of The Verde Valley,  
Hereinafter Referred To As DOVV. 

 
 DOVV was registered with the Secretary of State as a Political organization on August 
9, 2006, (Amended Statement) State of Arizona Political Committee Statement of 
Organization, Titles 16 & 19, Arizona Revised Statues. DOVV is registered as a 
“Political Organization” (An organization that is formally affiliated with and recognized 
by a political party including a district committee that is organized pursuant to  
A.R.S. 16-823).  
 

The name of our sponsoring organization is  
THE YAVAPAI COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 
(Refer to YCDÕs requirements for ÒAffiliated groupsÓ) 

 
 

ARTICLE II: OBJECTIVE  
To promote democratic principles of justice, equality and freedom. Our goal 
is active participation in the Democratic Party by educating the public and 

by supporting Democratic candidates. 
 
 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1: Active membership will be open to any registered Democrat. An “Active” 
member is one whose dues are current. 
 
Section 2. A proposal for changes in the amount of dues shall be presented by the 
Executive Board to the members for a vote at a general meeting. Notice of the proposal 
shall be sent to the membership at least seven days prior to the meeting. 
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ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

THE ELECTED OFFICERS SHALL BE KNOWN AS: 
 THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
 

Section 1. The elected officers of DOVV Executive Board shall be:  
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary, and shall serve a two year term. 
Parliamentarian-Sergeant at Arms shall be appointed to the Board by the President as ex 
officio member.  
 
The Executive Board is responsible for governance of DOVV. The Executive Board shall 
determine policy; provide fiduciary and stewardship over all contributed funds: is 
accountable to donors and shall carry out all duties in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Arizona.  
 
President and Vice President shall be of opposite genders whenever that is feasible.    
 
Section 2. A vacancy which occurs in an elective office shall be filled by election at a 
General Member’s meeting with a regular or special election called with ten days’ 
advance written notice.   
 
Notification of such vacancies shall be sent to all members to seek applications. 
Candidates may be nominated by the Nominating Committee or in an emergency, by the 
Executive Board. Names of such nominees shall be included with the notice of the 
meeting at which the election is proposed.  
 
Section 3. The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected Officers and all Standing 
Committee Chairpersons.  
 
Section 4. Board of Directors’ meetings shall be held monthly prior to the general 
meeting or when deemed necessary.  
 
Section 5.  Board of Directors’ meetings are open to all members of DOVV, but voting is 
limited to Board members. The Executive Board shall determine which matters require 
the votes of the Board of Directors.   
 
 

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS – QUORUMS 
 

Section 1.  Regular meetings of the DOVV shall be held on the fourth Thursday of each 
month unless changed by a majority vote of the members present at a regular meeting. 
Notice of proposal for change of dates shall be sent to the membership and posted on the 
DOVV Web site two weeks prior to the next general meeting.   
 
Section 2: Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held monthly prior to the general 
meeting. All members of the Board shall be notified in advance as to the time and place 
of meetings.  
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Section 3: For general meetings, a quorum shall consist of nine or more active members 
attending a meeting for which notice has been given two weeks in advance.  
 
Section 4. For Board of Directors’ meetings, a quorum shall consist of five members 
including at least two officers. 
 
Section 5. Special meetings shall be called by The President and Vice President. Notices 
shall be given to the membership at least seven days in advance of the meeting stating the 
purpose of the meeting, except in cases of emergency as defined by the President and 
Vice President.    
 
Section 6. Robert’s Rules of Order shall serve as the governing authority for conducting 
the business of DOVV when not in conflict with the adopted By-laws.  
 

ARTICLE VI: NOMINATIONS – ELECTIONS 
 

Section 1.  A Nominating Committee of three active members shall be elected at the 
regular September meeting every other year. The first person so elected will act as Chair 
of the Nominating Committee until the three can meet and elect a Chair.  
 
Section 2.  It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to present a written slate of 
officers to the membership, at the following November meeting. Consent of a candidate 
to serve, if elected, must be obtained before the nomination is made. Nominations from 
the floor shall be in order at the January meeting.  
 
Section 3. The election of new officers shall be held at the regular January meeting every 
other year, and the new officers shall be installed at the following February meeting. 
 
Section 4. Any officer selected, in accordance with the procedures outlined in these By-
laws, may be removed by a majority vote of the members of the DOVV present at a 
regular or special meeting. If a special meeting is called for this purpose, written notice 
stating the purpose will be mailed, e-mailed or phoned to include all members at least two 
weeks prior to the date of said meeting.  
 
a) At said meeting, the officer shall be given the opportunity to present an 

argument against such removal, if he or she desires. Any vote taken for the 
purpose of removing an officer shall be by secret written ballot and, if she 
or he so desires, the officer may appoint a representative to be present 
during the tabulation of the votes for removal. 

 
b) Resignations: Any officer or Director may resign by giving written notice to the 

Board,  President or Secretary of the Club, or by open announcement at a Board or 
     General Member’s meeting.  
 

 ARTICLE VII: DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 

Section 1. The President shall be the official representative and presiding officer of the 
DOVV at all meetings. He or she shall assist in the preparation and adoption by the 
Executive Board of the budget for the forthcoming year. Subject to the advice and 
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consent of the Board of Directors, the President shall have general supervision, direction 
and control of the business and affairs of DOVV.   
 
Section 2. The Vice President shall be the official representative and presiding officer of 
DOVV in the absence of or at the request of the President and shall exercise all the 
powers and perform all the duties of the President. The Vice President shall maintain a 
chain of custody record of all equipment, materials, and supplies used or owned by 
DOVV.  
 
Section 3. The President and Vice President shall have supervision of all DOVV 
activities. The President shall appoint chairpersons of all standing committees, except the 
Nominating Committee, with the approval of a majority of elected officers. 
 
Section 4. In the absence of both the President and Vice President, one of the other 
elected Officers shall preside over the regular and/or Board meetings.   
 
Section 5.  The Treasurer shall keep permanent records of all financial transactions, and 
report both State and Federal Tax status yearly. The Treasurer shall have custody of all 
funds and deposit them with the Democrats of the Verde Valley account(s). All money 
received shall be recorded and a receipt issued. Checks received, including dues 
payments shall be made out to “DOVV”. 
 
Section 6.  In accordance with the requirements of state law, the Treasurer shall 
electronically transmit the required reports to the Secretary of State’s Office on or before 
the required filing dates and obtain an electronic receipt.  
   
a) He/she shall maintain a list of active members, which shall be made available to the 

Membership Committee.  
b) The Treasurer shall prepare a monthly “Income and Expense” report for the collection   
      and dispersal of funds to be available at the regular monthly meetings 
      to all members who request it. Dispersal of any funds requires approval of the  
      elected Officers. 
c) The Treasurer shall prepare and make available an Annual Financial Report with  
      appropriate categories of income and expenses for the previous year at the regular     
      January meeting. The Treasurer shall be Chair of the Financial Committee.  
 
Section 7. The Secretary shall keep permanent record of the minutes and agendas of each 
Board, general or special meetings of DOVV. 
 
a) Minutes of the general membership meetings shall be sent out to the members prior to 

the next general monthly meeting and presented for approval or correction at that 
meeting.  

b)  He/she shall handle all regular correspondence of the DOVV, except that which is 
reserved to the Treasurer (See ARTICLE VIII, Section 6.)  

c) In general, the secretary shall perform the duties incident to the office of Secretary 
and such other duties as may be assigned by the President or Board of Directors, and 
shall in addition have charge of the books, records, and papers of the club relating to 
its organization.  

 



 5 

Section 8: The Parliamentarian-Sergeant at Arms - shall advise the officers and Board of 
Directors regarding procedures and maintain order at all meetings referencing Robert’s 
Rules of Order and the DOVV Bylaws.    
 
 

ARTICLE VIII: COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES 
 

Section 1: Standing committees of the DOVV shall be: 
a) Precincts  b) Planning c) Financial d) Membership 
e) Publicity  f) Communications  g) Program 
 
The Chair of each standing committee is a voting member of The Board of Directors. 
  
Section 2: The DOVV Precincts’ Committee shall be composed of the Verde Valley 
Team Leaders who are members of the Precinct Leadership Committee of the Yavapai 
County Democratic Party. The Precincts Committee shall coordinate election activities. 
The Precinct Coordinator shall be Chair of this committee.   
 
Section 2a.  Any registered Democrat is eligible to become a Precinct Committee Person 
(PC) in the precinct in which he or she lives. 
 
Section 3: The Planning Committee shall present an annual plan of goals, strategies, 
actions and timelines and present to the Executive Board and Board of Directors. They 
shall monitor, adapt or add to the plan as DOVV’s activities unfold or as advised.   
 
Section 4: The Financial Committee shall: 
 
a)  Plan and prepare an annual budget and monitor the actual figures versus the budgeted       
     amounts throughout the year. 
b)  Review the books whenever there is a change of Treasurer and submit a written   
     report to the Executive Board closing out that period of activity. This report will be    
     made available to the incoming Treasurer and recorded in the minutes.    
c)  Coordinate fundraising activities 
d)  Assist the Treasurer when appropriate.  
 
Section 5:  The Membership Committee shall: 
 
a)  Maintain current membership forms. 
b)  Notify the membership about their dues status. 
c)  Collect data from the volunteer base and give to the appropriate committees. 
d)  Distribute membership forms at meetings and submit new memberships 
      to the Treasurer. 
e)  Conduct membership drives.  
 
Section 6: The Publicity Committee shall collect and disperse appropriate information 
about DOVV activities to the general public; and publicize events.  
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Section 7: The Communications Committee shall: 
 
a) Notify the membership regarding meetings and DOVV events. 
b) Maintain contact with and share appropriate party information with 

The Yavapai County Democratic Party (YCDP), Democrats of The  
Red Rocks (DORR) and The Arizona Democratic Party. (ADP).  

c) Provide computer support functions to the organization. 
d) No communication, other than those routinely required, such as minutes 
      and notices shall be disseminated to members through the DOVV mail server, 
      or using the DOVV e-mail list, without prior approval of the President and  
      Vice President.    
 
Section 9: The Program Committee shall plan programs and obtain speakers for meetings 
and special events, with the Executive Board’s approval.   
 
Section 10:  The Committee Chairs shall provide a report of their activities at the 
monthly meeting of the Board of Directors and as otherwise required by the Officers.  
 

ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENTS 
 

The Bylaws of the Democrats of the Verde Valley shall be amended by a majority vote of 
the active DOVV members present at any regular meeting, provided that a quorum is 
present and written notice of the proposed amendment has been mailed or given to each 
member two weeks before the next meeting.  Bylaw changes shall appear on at least one 
agenda for discussion before any action is taken.    
 
Original Bylaws: Approved September 27, 2001 
 
Amended and approved: June 28, 2007 
 


